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After the European Parliament election: 
The New wave of European Leftist 
Anti-Semitism

Bearing in mind the History of Jews in Europe it is not a surprise that many 
people expressed their concerns and fears after the last European elections 
revealed the growth of extreme right wing parties all across Europe.

But it will prove wrong to focus exclusively in the right wing anti-Semitism. 
Actually, as this paper argues, it will be a combination of nihilist, far left 
extremists, vocal radical muslims, and passivity from mainstream parties, 
more than the European right, what will represent a clear danger for Jewish 
communities as well as for Israel image and interests in Europe. Growing 
and more vocal campaigns trying to delegitimize the State of Israel can only 
be understood in this new wave of European anti-Semitism.

1. The Three Types of Contemporary Political European 
Anti-Semitism 

After the European elections recently celebrated on May 25, the public has 
turned the attention to the rise of far-right parties exhibiting anti-Semitic, 
anti-Israel discourse. Though true, this commonplace sort of analysis for-
gets that the origin of anti-Semitism in the European political landscape 
does not have a single origin, but three. They can all be found within the Eu-
ropean Union and the three will be represented from now in the European 
Parliament. In fact, the European Parliament that emerged on the May 25 
elections reinforces these three political tendencies. 

- The first source is diffuse anti-Semitism, which has spread among the so-
called moderate parties in Parliament and in the European Union. It consti-
tutes low-intensity anti-Semitism, founded on communitarian relativism, 
postmodernism and bureaucratism. It is reflected in the establishment of 
institutional practices and behaviors that allow, encourage, or protect be-
haviors hostile to Israel and Jewish communities. Among the consequences 
that this diffuse anti-Semitism has in EU policy there are three:
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-  First, the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) has increased 
its diplomatic pressure on Israel, being the most recent case some 
measures against Israeli companies operating in the West Bank. The 
European obsession with Israel is a unique case of discrimination: 
no other country receives so much attention and demands from the 
European Union, especially those Europeans involved in conflicts 
worldwide.

-  Second, the constant demands to Israel contrast with the permis-
siveness towards the structural violence and corruption in Gaza and 
the West Bank. No other agency or country receives so much money 
regardless of behavior and without any requirements: according to 
the European Court of Auditors (ECA) only between 2008 and 2012, 
2,640 million dollars were lost due to mismanagement and corrup-
tion. Nonetheless, the Palestinian Authority (PA) still keeps on re-
ceiving EU funds.

-  Third, the European Union’s institutions are characteristically per-
missive when it comes to Jew-hatred activities that originate in some 
radical Islamic communities. All traditional parties present in the 
Parliament, be it conservatives, liberals, or social democrats, have ad-
vocated measures to promote multiculturalism and the protection of 
Islamic exceptionalism in European countries, which determines the 
creation of mosques and Islamic centers where anti-Semitic hatred 
is preached. In addition, the European Union gave aid to NGOs that 
characteristically criminalize Israel and portray Hamas and the PA as 
victims. Just between 2007 and 2010, the EU gave subsidies in the 
amount of 10 million euros.

- The second source of anti-Semitism, the most traditional one, is classic 
anti-Semitism. It is associated with nationalistic, authoritarian, or totalitar-
ian movements. In this case, political parties denounce the “excessive” pres-
ence of Jews among the political, economic, and cultural elites both at the 
national and international levels. With the economic crisis, the classic anti-
Semitic discourse, in which the Jews are blamed for provoking, worsening, 
or taking advantage of the crisis, has flared once more.

Unlike the other two forms of anti-Semitism, this one is particularly acute 
and explicit, so much so that it is clearly identified and acknowledged as 
such and the European media have devoted much space to it after the May 
25 elections. 
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- The third source of anti-Semitism in the European Union is the newest: 
Leftist anti-Semitism. Its origin can be found in radical progressive parties 
and movements. It has erupted with more force in European politics and its 
anti-Semitism goes unnoticed within the general revolutionary ideology. It 
has a triple component: pacifism, “internationalism,” and the rejection of 
the international order.

-  First, the radicalization of European pacifism has been forced a part 
of the left to violently reject any use of violence by Western states: In 
the case of Israel, every military or anti-terrorist action has been fol-
lowed by violent protest in the streets of Europe, uniting leftists and 
Islamists.

-  Second, the European revolutionary left has regained the support of 
“national liberation movements.” The Palestinian is one of its favor-
ites. These are groups that have established cooperation networks 
among activists, leading to attack campaigns and boycotts against Is-
rael. In addition, they are groups that support multiculturalism and 
the spread of Islamic exceptionalism within European societies, thus 
getting aligned with European Islamism.

-  Third, the Left’s rejection of the current international order—based 
on parliamentary democracy, collective security, and American lead-
ership— leads to the denunciation of the pillars that underpin this 
order. The presence of Israel in the Middle East constitutes a success 
for the international order – and the left considers that harmful. The 
end result is the left’s support of Iran’s regional and nuclear ambi-
tions.

2. The Boom of the European Far Right

The economic crisis and the hardship of traditional parties to solve it have 
provoked the rise of groups denouncing both the national partitocracy and 
the drift of communitarian policy. It is born out of classic European anti-
Semitism, xenophobia, and conspiracy theories. These parties denounce the 
role that Jews would be playing in politics and global finance – in some 
cases, their complaints can apply highly violent rhetoric.

In Germany, for the first time in modern history, a neo-Nazi party has man-
aged to attain representation, if minimal: a seat in the European Parliament 
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with 1% of the vote. The National Democratic Party of Germany (NPD) has 
no representation in the Bundestag or in the Länder governments. How-
ever, the fact that 300,000 Germans have granted the NPD support breaks 
the social taboo that used to accompany these groups. The NPD’s presence 
in Brussels is a success.

More worrying is the success of the Hungarian party Jobbik, which is openly 
anti-Semitic. In the parliamentary elections in March, Jobbik became the 
third political force in the country, with 20.5 percent of the vote; in the Eu-
ropean elections celebrated in May, Jobbik managed to get 14 percent of the 
vote, conquering three seats. Jobbik traditionally uses strong anti-Israeli 
rhetoric, accuses the Jews of being infiltrated in the Hungarian and Euro-
pean economies, and, in November 2012, Jobbik warned of the danger that 
people of Jewish origin would mean for Hungary’s security. 

Golden Dawn became the third Greek political force in the elections to the 
European Parliament with 9.7 percent of the votes and 3 Euro MPs. The 
party denounces the excessive “influence of Jews in Greek politics” (2012) 
and the existence of an international economic elite dominated by Zionist 
interests. On its website, Golden Dawn denies the Holocaust, and, in 2013, 
an article on its website warned of “absolute evil” when depicting Jewish 
influence.

The National Front deserves special attention since it obtained 26 percent 
of the French vote for the European Parliament. In recent years, Marine 
Le Pen has advocated greater closeness to Israel as a way to seek alliances 
against the growing Islamization of France. However, this trend collides 
with the strong anti-Semitic component of the party’s founder Jean -Marie 
Le Pen, who represents an important part of the party membership. The 
foreseeable rise at local and municipal levels of the National Front and the 
differences between part of its social base and its leaders regarding this is-
sue cast doubt on the party’s future, particularly in regional politics.

3. The Leftist Euro Anti-Semitism

The rise of the extreme left in this election has been particularly important 
for the Mediterranean countries, which were hardest hit by the economic 
crisis: The parties that have achieved representation in the European Parlia-
ment reject the austerity measures, propose not to pay the public debt, and 
denounce both the capitalist system and the liberal parliamentary system. 
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They are taking over the place previously occupied by national Communist 
parties among the electorate.

Besides the characteristic rejection of the free market economy and the par-
liamentary regime, these groups are characterized by anti-Semitic based on 
two aspects:

-  First, for criticizing the measures taken by Israel to defend against 
attacks, as well as for the continuous activities denouncing the “viola-
tion of human rights” in that country.

-  Second, these radical leftist parties characteristically express solidar-
ity and defend Palestinian terrorism practiced by the Hamas regime 
imposed in Gaza – even Iran’s right to acquire nuclear weapons. In 
some cases, as in the “Freedom Flotilla” case in 2010, they cooperate 
with the government and Palestinian activists.

In Italy, the Five Star Movement has obtained 20.6 percent of the vote: In 
the 2013 Italian general election, the group got 25.5 percent. The organiza-
tion’s leader, Beppe Grillo, has reported the existence of a worldwide Jew-
ish lobby in the media with the purpose of justifying internationally Israe-
lis’ violations of human rights. In turn, Grillo noted that Israel is a danger 
to world peace and that Israel’s position against Islam and Iran’s threats 
would likely turn Israel into the conflict’s driver – a conflict that could lead 
to World War III.

In Greece , Syriza won 26 percent of the vote and it was the most voted 
party. In the Greek Parliament, Syriza is, since 2012, the second party with 
71 seats out of 300. Syriza clearly aligns with Palestinian groups against Is-
rael, supports its “resistance” and defends their “anti-Zionist” activities. In 
official documents, Syriza proposes the end of Greek cooperation with Israel 
regarding defense. Konstandopoulos, Syriza’s historical leader, has publicly 
expressed his willingness to legally defend detainees in Greece for having 
ties to Islamism. Anti-Semitism is one of the few areas in which Golden 
Dawn and Syriza share positions.

In Spain, the Podemos party has been the big surprise of these elections, 
obtaining 7.9 percent of the vote and five Euro MPs. Podemos was founded 
by people of anti-globalization and anti-capitalist groups that have held 
campaigns against Israel in recent years – as the case of the “Freedom 
Flotilla” in 2010. Podemos demands the “return of the occupied territories.”  
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Its program for the European elections included the revision of the European 
Union’s trade treaties against Israel, accusing it of gravely violating human 
rights.

4. Impact of the New Euro Anti-Semitism

- First, in the European Parliament, moderate parties who are still the ma-
jority are characteristically unwilling to explicitly renounce public support 
to the right of Israel to exist and defend itself. And worse, they do not show 
signs of abandoning the diffuse anti-Semitism that they have extended in 
bureaucratic and legal terms throughout the European Union in recent 
years. The incident a few months ago involving Martin Schulz, the Social-
democratic Majority’s representative, when asked why an Israeli consumed 
six times more water than a Palestinian, exemplifies this lack of consistency 
in institutional support.

- As a result of that, EU policy is increasingly characterized by the pressure 
exerted on Israel, the permissiveness towards undemocratic and corrupt 
Palestinian activities, and the implementation of measures supporting mul-
ticulturalism that have yielded within Europe in social pockets of Islamic 
radicalism – germ of anti-Semitic violence.

- Third, the anti-Semitism coming from far-right groups now present in the 
European Parliament contrasts with that one from the left, which is going 
on unnoticed. This brand of anti-Semitism is defined by its symbiosis and 
close relationship with activist organizations, many of them subsidized by 
the diffuse anti-Semitism. This close relationship ensures close coordina-
tion and provides a direct path to the European Parliament for the criminal-
ization of Israel.

- Fourth, one of the few aspects common to far-left and far-right parties that 
have entered in the European Parliament is its hostility towards Israel. It is 
difficult for these groups to agree on issues such as immigration, the role 
of the ECB, or the common agricultural policy; however, their presence in 
Brussels ensures a cross-political alliance against Israel in the coming years 
and increased pressure on moderate parties, already tending to abandon 
the defense of this country.

- Fifth, this is especially troubling given that the evolution of the Europe-
an Union tends to provide more power to the European Parliament. These 
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are groups that have acquired a leading role in a time when the Parliament 
seeks to play a more important role. The rise of these groups in the Parlia-
ment will have an impact on the European Union’s foreign policy in the 
coming years: The European Parliament with most responsibilities to drive 
the communitarian direction will also be the European Parliament with the 
highest anti-Semitic presence in its history.

- Sixth, the fact that these groups have been able to leap into European poli-
cymaking has been possible because they play an important role in the do-
mestic policies of member states. The support for Syriza, Golden Dawn, the 
National Front, or the Five Stars movement is between 8 percent and 25 
percent of the vote, in highly fragmented scenarios that place as the first, 
second, or third political force. But particularly with a strong street pres-
ence: The rise in domestic politics of these groups may have implications 
for Israeli citizens and Jews from various European countries, especially if 
Israel is involved in a future crisis.

In conclusion, the novelty here during the last elections to the European 
Parliament is not so much the emergence of a right-wing anti-Semitisc 
movement, which is well known, monitored, and reported by the media. The 
real novelty is the emergence of a populist far-left that has an anti-Semitic 
discourse, anti-Israel activism, and a close relationship with organizations 
dependent on the system of European subsidies. Currently, this type of anti-
Semitism, more active and less identifiable, is a growing danger, perhaps 
more than the classic anti-Semitism.

Especially when one takes into consideration that, unlike the right-wing 
anti-Semitism, this one has two characteristics: On the one hand, it is better 
integrated into the European political system and it is fueled by the diffuse 
anti-Semitism that major parties conduct; on the other hand, (and precisely 
because of that,) these parties do not seem to have what it takes today to 
give a speech in defense of Israel and its right to exist as a nation. 



Join the Initiative
www.friendsofisraelinitiative.org
info@friendsofisraelinitiative.org

On social networks
Facebook: Friends of Israel Initiative

Twitter: @Friendsisrael


